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Newsletter, Friday 19th October 2007
From the Head

Maternity Teachers
You will be aware that both Emma Harrison (Y2) and Jeannie Rios (Y5) will be taking maternity leave from January 2008.  I am sure parents of children in both classes have been slightly apprehensive about the maternity cover period.  However, I am delighted to inform you that we have been able to find two excellent replacements for our expectant mothers.  Firstly, Mrs Kate Murton has agreed to return to the school to cover the Y2 class for the remainder of the academic year.  In addition Mr Mark Williams, a highly experienced Year 5 teacher, will be standing in for Ms Rios until July 2008.  Mark is the husband of our Deputy Head, Debbie Williams and as a keen sportsman, has also agreed to lead PE throughout the school, in Mrs Harrison’s absence. 
Congratulations to both Kate and Mark and we look forward to welcoming them to the school in January.  However, in the meantime we will do our best to ensure that the handover from Mrs Harrison and Ms Rios is as smooth as possible, and both teachers will be invited to meet the children in the next few weeks.

Attendance

I am delighted to announce that our attendance this term was 96.8%!  Many thanks to everyone for supporting our new attendance procedures, including completing holiday request forms and telephoning to inform us of children’s absences.

Ofsted
The Ofsted inspection of the school is now complete.  Although we cannot give you any details until the official report is published, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to all of the Governors and staff (teachers, teaching assistants, admin staff, lunchtime supervisors, catering staff, caretaker and cleaners) for their high level of professionalism, hard work and dedication to the school and the pupils.   I am also extremely proud of all of the children who were fantastic during the Ofsted visit, displaying high levels of concentration and enthusiasm, as well as being very polite and courteous.   

Governor Changes
Following the last meeting of the Full Governing Body (FGB) of the school, we now have a new Chair and Deputy Chair of the Governors.  Joy Redfern, stepped down as Chair and has now taken up the Deputy Chair post and Nikki Nicholls (who was the Deputy Chair) has been elected to the post of Chair.   Our sincere gratitude to both ladies for their continued efforts on behalf of the school and a special thanks to Joy for all of her hard work as FGB Chair over the past few years. 
Holiday

May I wish everyone a peaceful, relaxing and enjoyable holiday.  Please remember it is a slightly longer half term break than normal and thus we look forward to seeing all the children back at school on Wednesday, 31st October.

School Events & Notices
Mangotsfield vs. St Stephen’s Junior School

On Thursday 10th October, Mangotsfield had a double header football match against St Stephens. If we lost we were out of the cup and would have lost a game in the league.  Mangotsfield started off to quite a slow start, which forced Tom Nash, (who is amazing) to make some superb saves. Jay Malpas started off very well in centre midfield, combined with Callum, Josh and James.  It took 13 minutes until Mangotsfield started to play football, when a superb cross by James Budden troubled St Stephens. They tried to clear it, but Josh Curnow got to the ball and Mangotsfield were 1 - nil up -  Mangotsfield 1 St Stephens 0. Then 5 minutes later a cracking shot by the wonderful Jay Malpas crackled against the crossbar and bang, in the back of the net, a quality strike and Jay Malpas sees Mangotsfield 2-0.  At half time Mr P (a great manager) praised the Mangotsfield squad and told them to keep their heads up for the second half.  When Mangotsfield started the second half it was wasn’t very good.  St Stephens took kick off then as they kicked it, it was 2-1. From that moment on, Mangotsfield started working together, especially Tom Ahmet, who was spectacular in defence, and James Budden who made their right midfielder  on St Stephens team look rubbish. Near the end of the game Jay Malpas whipped a free kick in, getting the ball on the end of Josh Curnow’s boot and in the back of the net.  St Stephens started pressuring Mangotsfield, but in the end the score was Mangotsfield 3 St Stephens 1.  by Josh Curnow (Man of the Match)
Parent Governor Vacancies

 We currently have a vacancy for a Parent Governor on our school's Governing body as one of our Governors has moved out of the area. We are also about to have two further vacancies where Parent Governors have completed their term of office. These Parent Governors are allowed to stand for election again but there is also an opportunity for any other parent to stand. I would like to thank both these Governors who have been instrumental in driving the school forward during the past four years. 

  

This is an exciting time to get involved with the school and there are lots of opportunities as a Parent Governor to share your opinions and ideas regarding the future of the school.

 

If you are interested and would like to find out more details the Chair (Nikki Nicholls) and Deputy  Chair (Joy Redfern) are in the playground before and after school most days and would be delighted to talk to you.

 

Alternatively you can contact Nikki or Joy through the School Office where you can also obtain a nomination form.

 

The closing date for applications is Friday 9th November.

Flat Cap Quiz

Don’t forget to order your tickets for our Flat Cap Quiz Evening.  Fill in the form attached to this Newsletter and return (with payment) to the School Office. 

Community/PTA News

PTA News
You will have seen from last week’s Newsletter that the next PTA meeting takes place on Thursday 1st November at the school, starting at 7.30pm.  Some names have been put forward for the vacant PTA Chair position, so the first part of this meeting will take the form of an EGM to vote on this important matter.  The remainder of the meeting will then be spent planning ahead for forthcoming events.  Please remember the PTA is there to support school and all the children, therefore we hope that as many of you as possible will be able to attend.

Please note that the date of the PTA Christmas Dance has changed from Friday 14th to Saturday 15th December, please update your calendars.
Primary Praise - A service for primary school children and their families.

This Sunday 21st October there will be a short service aimed at primary school children and their families, from 9.30am to 10.00am in the School Hall.  The Vicar and members of St James’ Church will be leading the service.  Coffee, squash and biscuits will be provided afterwards.  All are welcome, so please come along.  A similar service will be held in the school on the 3rd Sunday of every month
With best wishes,
Mark Cripps

Headteacher
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Flat Cap Quiz Evening





…a celebration of ‘Northern-ness’ 


(food included)





On





Saturday, 10th November 2007 from 7.30pm








I would like _____ tickets (at £8.00 each) for the Flat Cap Quiz Evening and enclose £_________ as payment.








Name:_______________________________________________  Tel: ___________________________________








Address:____________________________________________________________________________________








Child’s name & class (if applicable):_____________________________________________________________





Please detach slip and send with payment in sealed envelop marked ‘Flat Cap Quiz’ to School Office
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