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Newsletter, Friday 16th November 2007

From the Head

Important Notice - Nut Allergy

A number of our children have severe allergy to nuts and in many cases this can be life threatening.  Thus as part of our efforts to minimise the risk to these children, we would be extremely grateful if you could avoid sending items such as bags of nuts or sandwiches containing ingredients like peanut butter in your child’s snack/lunchbox.  Please do not hesitate to contact the office if you have questions or queries relating to this request.

New Kitchen Unit Manager

I would like to say a warm welcome to Lisa Hicks who is to replace Chris Keld as our Kitchen Unit Manager.  Lisa joins us from Meadowbrook Primary School, Bradley Stoke where she has been working for the past 2 years.  Lisa is highly enthusiastic about her role and takes her responsibilities very seriously, for providing the children with healthy and enjoyable food.  I am sure that children, staff and parents will find Lisa to be a very friendly, helpful and approachable individual and that she will very quickly settle in to her new post. 

SchoolDays Film

We have now received the approved copy from SchoolDays Films which we are very happy with, and is an excellent record of a day in the life of Mangotsfield primary School.  
The DVD will be screened in the Library after school on Monday and Tuesday next week (3.30pm to 4.30pm).  Unlike the copy for sale to parents, this version does not have menus to allow us to show particular year groups, however, it will give you a good idea regarding quality and content, especially if you are still deciding whether or not to purchase a copy.  
SchoolDays Films provide a free copy to the school but make no charge for making the film.   Please note that the school receives no funds from the sale of the DVD. 
School Events & Notices

Sickness and Diarrhea   

Recently several children across the school have experienced sickness and diarrhea.  In order to prevent further spread, please ensure that you keep your children home for 48 hours after the last episode of sickness or diarrhea.  
Traveling Book Fair

The Travelling Book Company will be visiting our school from Monday till Wednesday next week.  The books will be on display from 3.30pm till 4.15pm.  Please bring your children along and take the opportunity to buy some fantastic books.  The school benefits from all sales as we get commission back in books for use in the classrooms and library.  We hope to see you there.  

Lighthouse Competition
Many thanks to all those children who entered our new website’s Lighthouse Competition.  Several children spotted all 17 Lighthouses, and I am pleased to announce that Alexander Chan from Walnut Class was the winning entry.  Alexander will be presented with a £25 book voucher from W H Smith during assembly.
Children’s Christmas Lunch

Chris Keld will be in school on Wednesday, 14th December to prepare the Children’s Christmas lunch.  
Football News

The Park Primary 1 – 2 Mangotsfield Primary

In a thrilling cup match, Mangotsfield ran out eventual winners, despite a lot of pressure.  The first half saw some early chances but it was the Park who scored first, due mainly to a strange bounce in the penalty box!  The Park proved to be good at soaking up our pressure, only to then rebound into our half with menace.  However, stout defending and crunching tackles from Luke Nash and Chris Shine, together with excellent ball handling by our goalkeeper, Tom Nash, meant that we were always a threat.  In truth, our equaliser was a credit to the team as passing, flowing football was the order of the day, despite a seriously sloping and soggy pitch.  Jay Malpas played the captains role by slotting away the first but it was thanks to other players that helped create the space.  James Budden was deadly down the left, as was Tommy Winstone down the right, and Liam Porter did well when he came on up front.  The second half proved goal-less, although Ryan Brownlow showed his ability and came close to increasing the lead.  In the first period of extra time, the deadlock could not be broken but finally, with only 2 minutes to go, the golden goal was scored by Josh Curnow from a corner.  Congratulations to the whole team for an impressive game – everyone was man of the match!  (Mr P!)

Friends of MPS / Community
Santa visits the School
Please remember to return your slips and payments for the visits to Santa by Monday, 26th November (after School) at the latest. We will do our best to allocate preferred slots and return before the end of the week. Sorry for the short notice of this event, we appreciate your help and understanding.

Primary Praise  

This Sunday 25th November there will be a short service for primary school children and their families. The service will be from 9.30am to 10.00am in the School Hall and will be led by Rev. Steve Abbott and members of St James’ Church. Coffee, squash and biscuits will be provided afterwards. All are welcome, so please come along.  Please note that there will not be a service in December as Primary Praise will be supporting the Nativity in St. James' Church Hall at 11am on Sunday 16th December.  Primary Praise will return to the school hall on Sunday 20th January 2008. 

St James’ Church ~ A Victorian Christmas Fair
St James’ church will be holding a Victorian Christmas Fair this Saturday, 24th November, from 11am till 2pm at Church Hall, Richmond Road (please see flyer).
With best wishes,

Mark Cripps

Headteacher

