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From the Head

Bullying

Our recent Anti-Bullying Week was very successful especially in terms of raising awareness among the children of the many types of bullying and the significant, often lifelong impact it can have on the victims.  

Whilst we challenge any inappropriate behaviour in school, it is important to understand the distinction between bullying and other types of behaviour.
Bullying among children is defined as…repeated, negative acts committed by one or more children against another. These negative acts may be physical or verbal in nature -- for example, hitting or kicking, teasing or taunting -- or they may involve indirect actions such as manipulating friendships or purposely excluding other children from activities. Implicit in this definition is an imbalance in real or perceived power between the bully and victim.
As a Church of England school, we have even more responsibility to ensure that any form of bullying is effectively challenged.  However, I also strongly believe that as adults, we need to do all we can to help reinforce the anti-bullying message, through our own personal approach to conflicts and disagreements.   
Bullying does not only occur among children and there are many examples in every day life, in the newspapers and on TV, where adults involve themselves in this sort of negative behaviour.  In a school context, adult bullying can develop quite easily from a simple misunderstanding or interpretation of an event, and lead to a situation where an individual might feel intimidated or hurt by the words or actions of others.  It is therefore essential as a Christian institution that all members of the school community show respect and understanding towards each other.  This fits very well with the School Lighthouses - especially "We treat others as we like to be treated" - and our sincere hope is that these important core values will not only benefit the children, but permeate throughout the whole school community.
Children in Need Appeal

Congratulations to the children and the whole school community for helping Mangotsfield Primary School raise £566.77 for the national ‘Children in Need’ appeal this year.  Raising money for charity is a great way of highlighting how ‘We take pride in being a Church of England School’, so well done to everyone for this excellent effort!

School Days Film
Just a reminder that if you haven’t already done so, there is still time to order your copy of the School Days film; a reminder envelope is being sent home today with each child. If you have already returned your order form please ignore this.
School Events & Notices

Website & Christmas Presents
A reminder to all parents that you can purchase your Christmas presents via the school website, from a large range of major retailers including John Lewis, Amazon, Boots and Tesco.  Purchases cost no more than if you bought from these companies in store or online, but every purchase through the school’s website raises money for the school!
To access the online retailers, firstly click on the ‘Get it 4 School’ menu; then click ‘Enter the Shop’.  Then click the word ‘must’ which is highlighted in red.  After that you simply follow the instructions at the top of the page.
Gifted and Talented

Liz Buffham who has been coordinating our Gifted and Talented programme has unfortunately been unable to continue her work in school this term, due to the pressures of her University course, where she is studying for her teaching qualification.  

However, from January 2008, Miss Rachel Lawrence our Year 6 teacher will take over responsibility for G&T and will redesigning the programme in line with the new Local Authority guidelines.   The current view is that G&T should not be a separate programme but should be included within normal lessons, thus reducing the amount of curriculum time lost by children leaving the class for G&T activities.  Our congratulations to Rachel who has also been selected as a Leading Teacher for Gifted and Talented by the Local Authority. 
Book Fair

Thank you to everyone who visited this year’s Travelling Book Fair.  The school raised over £1000 in book sales which means that we can claim £550 worth of books from the company for the school.
Chestnut Class Assembly

Unfortunately we have had to postpone the Chestnut class assembly which was due to take place on Friday 7th December.  This will be rescheduled for later in the academic year.
Life Education Bus 
Our gratitude to all the parents who gave a voluntary contribution of £3.50 towards the Life Education Bus (LEB) visit.  We were able to raise £900 to offset the total cost of approximately £1400.  Whilst this is an expensive resource we do feel strongly that it is money well spent, since it provides pupils of all ages with a much better understanding of important social issues, such as bullying and drugs.  Thus we will be inviting the Life Education Bus to return to the school next year.  If you would still like to make a donation for this year’s visit, please send in your contribution to the school office.

Sickness and Diarrhoea   

Recently several children across the school have experienced sickness and diarrhea.  In order to prevent further spread, please ensure that you keep your children home for 48 hours after the last episode of sickness or diarrhoea.  
Children’s Christmas Lunch

Chris Keld will be in school on Wednesday, 12th December to prepare the Children’s Christmas lunch.  If you would like your child to have a Christmas lunch we will require payment in a separate envelope by Friday 7th December.
Football Report - Mangotsfield 3 - The Tynings 2

In a thrilling encounter, Mangotsfield eventually came out on top.We struck first with a goal-bound Jordan Cribb strike deflecting off a defender and sailing into the bottom corner of the net. The next goal came from them with the home side quick on the break to level it at 1-1. We retook the lead just before half time with a powerful Tom Cox strike smashing in. We kept it at 2-1 for most of the second half. William Seaford wasn’t letting their striker get a touch of the ball with some great man-marking. A great partnership between Jay Malpas and Keaton Lacey kept us continuously on the attack with Zak Humphries coming close on many occasions. When Tynings did manage to get forward we were thankful to Tom Nash for some fantastic saves. But eventually with about two minutes left they got the equaliser. But the warriors of Mangotsfield kept their heads up and were rewarded when Jordan Cribb added a second to his tally. This made the score 3-2 so we kept up our unbeaten run.

Match report by Man of the Match Chris Shine.

Friends of MPS / Community
Shopping and Pampering Evening – Friday 23rd November 2007

What a fantastic evening, the hall was packed with both shoppers and stallholders and the therapists were fully booked.  We have raised in excess of £1,000, which is a wonderful achievement and a testimony to all the hard work which went into organising this event.  A big vote of thanks to Caroline Brittain, who coordinated the event and also to everyone else who helped everything run so smoothly on the evening.  We will be holding another Shopping and Pampering Evening in November 2008.  Further details of last week’s event along with a final total for this evening will be published in the ‘FOMPS’ newsletter in the New Year.

Christmas Fayre – Saturday 1st December 2007 – 11am until 2pm

Don’t forget it’s the Christmas Fayre tomorrow.  If you haven’t booked your child to see Father Christmas there are still some slots available, so please ask at the front door when you arrive.

Thank you to everyone who has donated cakes and bottles today, your support is very much appreciated.  We are still short of volunteers to help with stalls and packing away after the event, so if you haven’t already volunteered but are able to help tomorrow, please make yourself known to a member of ‘FOMPS’ on arrival.  We look forward to seeing you there!
Christmas Dance – Saturday 15th December 2007 – 7.30pm until 10.30pm

Tickets will be on sale for the Christmas Dance starting Monday 3rd December, from the Buddy Bench everyday after school.  Ticket prices are as follows:

Adults: £5.00

Children 12 to 16: £1.00

Children Under 12: FREE.  

Come and dance the night away to live music to suit all tastes and ages supplied by ‘The CoverGirl Band’.   Bring a friend; bring a neighbour; bring a relative!

Church Toy Service

This Sunday, 2nd December, at St. James Church, Mangotsfield, we are holding a special all-age Toy Service from 11.00 - 11.45 a.m.  Please, if you would like to, bring a new toy wrapped in Christmas paper, with a label indicating the age and sex of child for which it is intended.  The toys will be distributed by South Gloucestershire Social Services for under-privileged children.
Primary Praise  

Please note that there will not be a Primary Praise service in December as we will be holding the Children’s Carol service in St. James' Church Hall on Sunday 16th December at 11am.  However, Primary Praise services will resume in the school hall, starting on Sunday 20th January 2008. 

With best wishes,

Mark Cripps

Headteacher
